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Abstract 
The purpose of the study is to determine how the pre-service teachers at the faculties of education at some universities in Turkey 
prepare for the KPSS that they enter in order to be assigned as a teacher and through what kind of examination they would like to 
be assigned as a teacher. The study was conducted using survey model. In total 799 pre-service teachers who were enrolled at in 
the senior class of faculties of education at some universities in Turkey participated into the study. The surveys that were 
prepared for the pre-service teachers’ preparation period for the KPSS were analyzed as percentages and frequencies in SPSS 
program. According to the results of this study, it was found that 494 pre-service teachers attended private courses in order to be 
assigned as a teacher and 300 pre-service teachers did not attend any courses for KPSS. Moreover, it was determined that 207 
pre-service teachers stated that KPSS was required in order to be assigned as a teacher, 540 pre-service teachers wanted to be 
assigned through an examination that included Field + Teaching Profession Knowledge and 17 pre-service teachers stated that no 
examination was required in order to be assigned as a teacher.  
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1. Introduction 
Teachers plan and organize the activities for students in order them to reach affective, cognitive and kinetic gains 
and objectives at formal education institutions. Teaching profession is accepted as a professional job in today’s 
world. Teaching profession has gained a status of a professional job that require academic studies, expertise in the 
field, professional formation and a university diploma (Uçan, 2007). 
As in many countries, the Selection Examination for Professional Posts in Public Organizations (KPSS) is used in 
Turkey. All pre-service teachers who want to be teacher are required to enter an examination called KPSS after they 
graduate from an undergraduate program at faculties of education in Turkey (OSYM, 2007). In other words, KPSS 
appears as an important threshold for pre-service teachers in order to be a teacher (Ergün, 2005). Nowadays, pre-
service teachers who have chosen the teaching profession and have graduated are in a very difficult situation among 
attending social activities, studying for field courses and preparing for the examination in order to get the job.  
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Therefore, they are obliged to carry out many activities together in order to be assigned as a teacher. Thus, KPSS is 
an examination that should be discussed and evaluated through different perspectives. Studies should be carried out 
on the conditions of students during their preparation for this examination, whether they want to be assigned through 
this examination or not or through what kind of examination they want to be assigned. This study was considered as 
it could shed light on this kind of issues.  
2. Method 
The purpose of the study was to determine the current situations (the amount of money they earned per month, 
monthly salaries of their parents, whether they went to a private course or not, etc.) of the pre-service teachers 
enrolled at the faculties of education of some universities during their preparation period for KPSS and whether an 
exam was required for them to be assigned as a teacher and, if it  was required, through what kind of examination 
they would like to be assigned as a teacher. The study was conducted using survey model. The universe of the study 
was composed of the pre-service teachers enrolled at the senior class of the faculties of education; and the sample of 
the study was composed of 799 pre-service teachers enrolled at the senior class of faculties of education at 
Kastamonu University, Giresun University, Karaelmas University and Ahi Evran University. The data obtained in 
the study were analyzed and interpreted as frequency analysis in SPSS program.  
3. Results  
The tables for the findings of the study were presented below. 
Table 1. The frequency table for the universities that pre-service teachers were enrolled at 
University Gazi University 
Giresun 
University 
Zonguldak 
Karaelmas 
University 
Ahi Evran 
University 
Kastamonu 
University Total 
f 396 96 88 80 139 799
Table 2. The frequency table for the programs that pre-service teachers were enrolled at 
Programs f
Science and Technology Education 216
Elementary Mathematics Education 109
Social Studies Education 74 
Primary School Education 134
Physics Education 22 
Chemistry Education 14 
Biology Education 25 
Secondary School Mathematics Education 32 
Turkish Language and Literature Education 48 
History Education 22 
Pre-School Education 63 
Turkish Language Education 20 
Philosophy Education 20 
Total 799
Table 3. The frequency table for the educational backgrounds of pre-service teachers’ fathers 
The 
Educational 
Background 
of the 
Father 
No Father Illiterate 
Primary
School 
Graduate 
Secondary 
School 
Graduate 
High School 
Graduate 
University 
Graduate 
Total 
f 22 17 287 94 196 183 799
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Table 4. The frequency table for the professions of pre-service teachers’ fathers 
Father’s Profession f
No Father 22 
Does not Work 31 
Farmer 51 
Civil Servant 123
Teacher 52 
Doctor 2
Academician 3
Self-Employment 282
Retired 233
Total 799
Table 5. The frequency table for the educational backgrounds of pre-service teachers’ mothers 
The 
Educational 
Background 
of the 
Mother 
No Mother Illiterate 
Primary
School 
Graduate 
Secondary 
School 
Graduate 
High School 
Graduate 
University 
Graduate 
Total 
f 20 69 451 72 129 58 799
Table 6. The frequency table for the professions of pre-service teachers’ mothers 
Mother’s Profession f
No Mother 20 
Housewife 659
Farmer 2
Civil Servant 22 
Teacher 25 
Nurse 13 
Self-Employed 20 
Retired 38 
Total 799
Table 7. The frequency table for the accommodation of the pre-service teachers 
Accommodation 
place 
At home with my 
friends 
Alone at 
home 
At dormitory At home with my 
parents 
With relatives 
f 341 21 256 179 2
Table 8. The frequency table for the monthly incomes of the pre-service teachers’ parents 
Monthly Income Between 
0-500 TL 
Between 
500 -1000 TL 
Between 
1000-2000 TL 
2000 TL and 
over 
Total 
f 66 256 356 121 799
Table 9. The frequency table for the monthly incomes of the pre-service teachers 
f
0 TL 15 
150 TL 11 
180 TL 23 
200 TL 53 
250 TL 61 
280 TL 12 
300 TL 119
350 TL 51 
400 TL 106
450 TL 36 
500 TL 98 
600 TL 42 
700 TL 20 
Emine Hatun Diken et al. / Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 15 (2011) 3566–3570 3569
750 TL 10 
800 TL 14 
1000 TL 14 
Table 10. The frequency table for whether the pre-service teachers attended a private course for KPSS or not 
Private Course Situation Yes No Total 
f 499 300 799
Table 11. The frequency table for the amount of money pre-service teacher paid for private courses for KPSS 
The amount of money paid for the private course (TL) f
100 310
700 16 
750 40 
800 17 
850 29 
900 27 
1000 95 
1100 28 
1200 37 
1250 34 
1300 35 
1350 23 
1500 23 
Table 12. The frequency table for how pre-service teachers prepared for KPSS 
Style of Preparation for 
KPSS 
I work myself 
I take private 
courses 
I go to a private course Total 
f 272 9 518 799
Table 13. The frequency table for through what kind of examination pre-service teachers wanted to be assigned 
KPSS 
Field + Teaching Profession 
Knowledge 
Both examinations 
No examination should 
be done 
Other (Interview, 
psychological test) 
f 207 540 17 17 18 
According to the results of the study, it was found that the parents of the pre-service teachers were generally 
primary school graduates; father were mostly civil servants, self-employed and retired; mother were housewives; 
most of the pre-service teachers’ parents were from middle class; and pre-service teachers stayed at home with their 
friends or at a dormitory. It was striking that the most of the service teachers attended private courses for KPSS and 
spent a great amount of their incomes for these preparatory courses. It was also found that most of the pre-service 
teachers wanted to be assigned through an examination that measured Field + Teaching Profession Knowledge. 
4. Conclusion  
When the literature was reviewed, some researchers ((Yüksel, 2004; Güdek, 2007 & Ergün, 2005) stated that 
KPSS could not measure the teaching proficiency adequately; and thus, it was required to discuss the proficiency of 
KPSS for measuring whether pre-service teachers had the required qualities or not.  
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